firewise checklist of building materials and landscape

& Firewise Construction Checklist
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HRENISE Construction

http://woodbinegeorgia.net/firewisechecklistofbuildingmaterialsandlandscape.htm

Whan constructing, renovating, or adding to » firewise home, consider the following:

A Chocso o firowise location
3 Dosign and build 8 lrewise sirnuciure.
Q Emgicy Lrewiso landscapeng and maintonance

To select a firewlse location, chaerve the following:

U Sicpe of tarrain; be sue to build on the mos: level portion of the land, since fire spreads more
rapidly on even minor slopes.

O Se your sing'e-story structure at least 30 ‘oot back from any ridge of o] increase dwtance ¢
yout home will be Righer than one story.

In designing and building your flrawisa structure, remember that the primary goals are fuel
and exposure reduction. To this end:

2 Use conslruchon malena’s 170! are fire-resistant of non-combustble whenever pass.bla

U For rool constructon, consider usng malenas such as Class-A asphall shongles, sinte or
clay tile, malal, cemant and concrale products, of lema-caltl tiles

o Contiructing a fra-ressiant sub-rool can add piolochon as wel

d On extecor wail facng, fre ressive malenals such 0 STUCCO of MASGNNy am much befier

choaces than vinyl whech can soflen and mel.

U Widow matenals and s 2e are imparianl. Smaller panes hoid up bedter in thes framaes than
larger ones. Double pane glass and 1empered glass are more retable and aflective heat
bamars han wng'e pase glass Plaste sky' ghis can medt,

uJ Insta® noa-Mammable s™uTers on windows and skylghis,

 To provent spaks from enlenng your NCMa IMough veals, cuves extenot alle ard underfloor

venis with wire screening no larged than 1/8 of an inch mesh. Make sure undereave and oMl
venis ar as close as possibie o the ool ng. Box N eaves, DUl De Sure 10 provida adequats
venlifation 1o prevent condensaton,

O Inciude a drivewsy thal s wide ongugh 10 Drovice casy access for hre enginas (12 leet wadu
wih o verical clearance of 15 'ee! and a s'ope that 5 @ss than 5 parcont) . The diveway and
access roads shoud be woll-mnntained, dleaty marked, and inciude ample lurnarownd space
near he fouse. Also provide easy access 1o firm senico waler supphes, whenaver possalie.

U Provide at least two ground level 9oors for easy and salo ex| and al leas! two means of escane
{Le, GoOrs of windows) N cach room 30 thal everycna has 3 way out

U Keep guttors, caves, and rocts clear of leaves and othar dabrs,

O Make penodic inspoctions of your hama, woking lor deteroraton such as breaks and spaces
between rool tles, warpng wood, or cracks and crevices = [he structure,

d Perodcally nsped your property, deanng dead wood and derse vegetaton al distance of at
least 30 ‘eet trom your house. Move Tirewood away Irom the house or altichengnts ke lences

of decks.

Any structures attached to the house, such as decks, porches, fences, and outbuidings ahould
be considersd part of the house. These structures can act as fuel bridges, particularty if
consiructed from flammable materials. Therefore, consider the following:

¥ you wish 10 aftach an allk-wood fance 1o your Rouse, uia masoory of matal as a prolectse
barmiers between the fence and house.

0 Usa malal whan Scastnucting a trelis and cover @ willh hgh moisture, fow Tarnatidy vegotason.

U Prover! combussbie malenals and dobrs from accumuating bencath gatic decks or glevaled
porches, Scimen of DoX- N reas Delow patios and 00cks Wih Wire $2rean ra larger an 1B neh
mask.

o Make sure an elevatod wooden dock is not located ot the 10D of 3 hil whare @ wil Do 0 dwedt
line: of 4 firg mowing up slope Carsidor a terrace instead
Access addlional informaticn on the Frewsa home page:.  Www, firewise.org

Piease soe the ohor side of 1% shoel tor the Firewise Landscaping Checklist.
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&__Eirewis_.&Landscapin_g Checklist

When designing and installing a firewise landscape, consider the following:

I Local arsa fre Raory.

2 Site locaticn ard overad terran

2 Prevaing winos and seasonal weathar

- Proparty contours and boundaries.

< Nalree vegetaton.

< Plant characienstics and pacement (duage, waler and salt retenbon ability, aromalic ois, fuel
lcad par area, and 53¢}

& lingation requéirements

To creale a firewise landscape, remember that the primary goal i fuel reduction. To this end,
initiate the 2one concept. Zone 1 is closest to the structure; Zones 24 move progressively
further away.

= Zone 1. This well-ungaled area encicies the soucture ko7 al eas! 30 on 3l safes, (Kovang
S0ace fof [e supplessio” equpment in e avenl of an emergancy. Plan ngs shou'd be
Iimited to carelully spaced low Rammplity speces.

< Zone 2. Low Sammabity plant matenats should be used hume. Plants shoukd bo ‘ow-growing,
and the mgason system shoukd extund st ths sechon

- Zone 1. Place w-Growng plants and well-53ced trees i s area, remembenng 10 keep the
voiuame of vegelation Huol) ow

J Zone d. This tluthest 2one from the structure 1S a ratuedd area. Selecively prune and thn all
planis and remove maghy Fammable vegelaton

Alsa remember (0;

3 Be sure to wave a mamum of 30 a0urg e house 10 Accommodale five squiprest,
i# necessary.
J ¥idey space and carelu'y Stuale the irees you plast,
3 Take cul the "ader fues” — vegelation Ial serves as a irk between grass and vea fops.
This arrangeinenl can carry e 10 3 stucture o oo a structure o vagetation,
< Give yoursed acdod prolechen with Yue: broaks™ ihe drveways, grave’ wiskways,
and ‘awns

Yhen mainlaining a landscape:

Q Keep frees and shrubs properly pruned. Przre all trees 5o e lowest knbs are 6 to 10
‘rom the ground.

J flemove lea’ clufter and dead and ovemangng branches

J Maw the lawn regularly.

U Dispose of cutings and dobnis :NDMplly, according o 0Ca! feguianons,

J Store Frowood away from the nouse

d Be sure "8 imgalon sysiem 15 well munianea

o Use care when re'ueing garden equipment and mamian i regulary

d Store and use Mamman's hiquids piopedy.

U Dispose of smoking materials care'ully

 Become lamiliar with ‘ocal réqulalons regarding vegenalion cemances. disposal of
debrs. and im salely requuements for equpmest,

J Follow manutacturors rstructons when using fersizers and poshc des

H“["lﬁ Landscaping

Access addibonal informatien o0 the Fuewse home page.  www.firewise.org

Please 500 e othor sido of ths sheot lor tha Firewise Construction Checkiist,

1 80C.gatrees www. gatrees org
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