
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE WOODBINE CITY COUNCIL 

November 7, 2016 
WOODBINE CITY HALL 

 
The regular meeting of the Woodbine City Council held on November 7, 2016 was called to 
order at 6:30 p.m. by Mayor Steven Parrott, with the following Councilors present:  Louise 
Mitchell, C.C. Higginbotham, Jr., Donald Harrelson and Robert Baird.  City officials present: 
City Clerk M. Lynn Courson.  See sign-in sheet for others present.  
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Parrott. 
 
The invocation was led by Mayor Parrott. 
 
Work Session:  
 
Ronny Smith gave an update on Public Works activities.  Lynn Courson gave an update on Code 
Enforcement and an Administrative update. 
 
Presentations - None   
 
Motion made by C. C. Higginbotham, Jr., seconded by Robert Baird, to approve the Agenda with 
the following amendments adding 9.C.  Water Sewer Rebates, 11.C Tires for Grapple Arm Truck 
and 11.D. Emergency Power Inspections.  Motion was unanimously approved and so declared by 
Mayor Parrott. 
 
Motion made by Robert Baird seconded by Louise Mitchell, to approve the Minutes of the October 
3, 2016 City Council Meeting as presented.  Motion was unanimously approved and so declared by 
Mayor Parrott.  
 
Motion made by Robert Baird seconded by C. C. Higginbotham, Jr. to adjourn into Executive 
Session to discuss Personnel.   Motion was unanimously approved and so declared by Mayor 
Parrott. 
 
The Executive Session started at 6:43 p.m. 
 
The Regular Session reconvened at 7:05 p.m. 
 
Old Business: 
 
Lynn Courson presented the 2017 Budget.  She advised that Public Hearings were held the 
previous week.  Motion made by Robert Baird seconded by Louise Mitchell, to approve the 2017 
Budget as presented.  Motion was unanimously approved and so declared by Mayor Parrott. 
 
Lynn Courson advised that no public comments were received at the 2016 Millage Public 
Hearings.  Motion made by C. C. Higginbotham, Jr., seconded by Louise Mitchell, to approve 
the 2016 Millage Rate of 4 Mils.  Motion was unanimously approved and so declared by Mayor 
Parrott. 
 
Samantha Young advised that in order to calculate the dollar amount of a Water/Sewer rebate for 
2017 staff needs a dollar amount of the reduction to Water/Sewer contingency funds.  The  
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Council asked to revisit this at the December Meeting and with a total of contingency and  
amount of customers to receive the rebate to be provided by staff. 
 
A Public Hearing to receive public comments on the following Alcohol License Renewals as 
called to order at 7:10 p.m. 
 

 Friends Foods LLC 
 Snappy Foods #21 
 Capt. Stan’s Smokehouse 

 
Lynn Courson advised that Woodbine Grocery would be submitting a new application for 
Alcohol Licensing at the December meeting since it would be under new management. 
 
No other comments were received. 
 
The Public Hearing was closed at 7:11 p.m. 
 
The Regular Meeting was reconvened at 7:11 p.m. 
 
New Business: 
 
Motion made by C. C. Higginbotham, Jr., seconded by Donald Harrelson, to approve the 
following Alcohol License Renewals:  

 Friends Food LLC 
 Snappy Foods #21 
 Capt. Stan’s Smokehouse 

The motion was unanimously approved and so declared by Mayor Parrott. 
 
Mayor Parrott advised that the City Administrator position was vacant and asked the Council 
how they would like to proceed with handling the opening.  William Ashe provided a written 
opinion of how the City could operate without a City Administrator.  Mr. Ashe explained that a 
permanent vacancy would essentially change the form of government including policies, charter, 
and ordinances as well as placing the matter before the Georgia General Assembly.  He stated 
that his opinion was to actively seek to fill the positon.  Motion made by Robert Baird seconded 
by C. C. Higginbotham, Jr. to appoint Mayor Parrott as acting City Administrator until the 
position is filled.  The motion was unanimously approved and so declared by Mayor Parrott. 
 
Motion made by C. C. Higginbotham, Jr., seconded by Robert Baird, to use the previous 
advertisement for City Administrator.  The motion was unanimously approved and so declared 
by Mayor Parrott. 
 
Motion made by C. C. Higginbotham, Jr., seconded by Louise Mitchell, to approve the 
purchasing of 2 new tires for the Grapple Arm truck.  The motion was unanimously approved 
and so declared by Mayor Parrott. 
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Councilor Higginbotham asked staff to check with Georgia Power for a list of authorized 
electricians that can approve restoration of power during an emergency without having to go 
through the inspection process.  He also asked staff to get information on the Georgia Power 
reimbursement program available to residents. 
 
Public Comment: 
 
Alice Bass stated that the City should not build any more parks but focus on bringing businesses 
to Woodbine. 
 
Kathleen Worthing thanked the City Council for their support during the Halloween on the 
Riverwalk event.  She further invited the Council and public to the Christmas in Woodbine 
events. 
 
Jannie Everette spoke promoting the Thiokol Memorial Project and announced a 2 day 
Observance of the event on February 3rd and 4th in Kingsland at the new Thiokol Museum.  Ms. 
Everette requested the City make a donation to the cause.  She further asked that the City try and 
find any artifacts from that time for the Museum. Lynn Courson stated that she believed anything 
belonging to the Woodbine Fire Department from that time was transferred to the Camden 
County Fire Department but that she would be sure to check in the Old Fire Station once the roof 
is replaced.   
 
Ken Worthing asked that the City communicate with the Sheriff’s office regarding Golf Carts 
and ATV’s riding on the Riverwalk. 
 
Everette Sapp stated that he was pleased with the progress on the Old Theater Park and looked 
forward to the Fit Trail being added. 
 
Janet Heath expressed concern with lowering the millage so far that there are no property tax 
funds, the grocery store closing, and loss of the City Administrator.  She encouraged the City to 
promote comments from the community for future growth.  Ms. Heath asked about the purpose 
for the Old Fire Station after the roof is installed.  She encouraged the Council to consider using 
additional SPLOST funds for the building to use it for the Woodbine Library.  She advised that 
the Board of Trustees held their first Storytelling Fundraiser for the Library and plans to continue 
these events. 
 
Robert Baird thanked the staff for their efforts during Hurricane Matthew clean-up as well as 
managing duties in the absence of the City Administrator.  Dr. Baird stated that the citizens of 
Woodbine have to frequent and support businesses in order for them to thrive 
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:45 p.m. 
 
       ________________________________ 

Steven L. Parrott 
       Mayor 
Attest: ________________________ 
           M. Lynn Courson 
           City Clerk 


